Plasma thymidine kinase activity in dogs with lymphoma and leukemia.
Plasma thymidine kinase (TK) activity was evaluated as a plasma marker for canine lymphoma and leukemia. A tentative "cut-off" value was set at 6.0 U/l as the upper level of plasma TK based on the mean + 2SD of plasma TK activity in 13 clinically healthy dogs. The levels of plasma TK activity in all of the 20 dogs with lymphoma and leukemia were higher than the cut-off value, whereas those in dogs with lymphoma decreased in parallel with the reduction of the tumor mass after chemotherapy. These findings suggested that estimation of plasma TK activity can be used as a plasma marker for lymphoma and leukemia in the dog.